•9 •ø4 Their elaborate schemes, based on the optimistic assumption that the parts of the empire were willing and able to co-operate, were tainted with an air of impracticability. Borden, more firmly grounded in pragmatic politics and highly sensitive to the problems of imperial co-operation, did not share with them the belief that the best interests of the empire lay in their views of imperial economic defence. He therefore failed to endorse their plans, and, furthermore, offered alternative proposals. Although his recommendations produced little in the way of imperial co-operation, they helped to thwart Hewins and Foster. For this reason it can be argued that Borden's role, however negative, was a significant factor in the failure to develop imperial economic co-operation. 
